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i ‘assigned to the Central Intelligence
Y ency; and at first o[ance the_E 3___-

fee 6 outwengh the good

. Thie 'team, headed by I leham de-
dendorf 11, a former secretary of the

Navy;wants to ) subject CIA A intelligence -

estimates to- competitive. scrutiny,” which
mayznot-be-a-bad-idea..,
defendvitszanalysesy
agamst ‘those: 0!
‘tagon’s” Defense_]fntelhgence Agency, *for

;peo;;»le might: be»better_.
tmn‘{I‘hat_{s;'\tKergoodﬁne '

.’stood;‘on two, lévels:. What they ‘once were
}and whaL they 1egxt1mately ought.to be.

fmeant anythmg ‘from’ “‘destabilizing” a
»nommauy ‘friendly- government (as’in

Chilé"and Iran) to running a private war

(as”in" Laos and’ Cuba). Most of the time,
the efforts were Tess that smashmgly suc-

Fmally-, excesses ‘of: thlS sort Ied Con- R
'gress tow.clamp ‘stringent ‘oversight mea- -~
sures-on the CIA, among them"a require- '~
,ment that the pres1dent clear.such activi- .

ties.’invadvance;iwith the- appropnate
congressxonal haxson~comm1ttees Con-
: £ A
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If. the CIA had to =

: gence, ‘agents-on station-around:the. globe..

essential in a world populated by mad ay-
_“".-‘.atollahs and (Who knows?

a'y and to beef up - o

the: a_me of 1mproved :
"produce the information the president
"7 needs to conduct foreign policy rationally |

swas when; “covert’ Operatxons o

STAT

3 “news 22 greas wxdely recogmzed mablhty to keep'
& from.the Reagan. transition.team . ,a secret has.tended to discourage presi-

< dents from dabbling overmuch in this|
sort of cloak-and-dagger stuff.. - .y

" We wouldn’t want. to see that’ changed-
In the long haul, our national:interests
are harmed not helped, if 'we are per-
_ceived; as international gangsters bent on
buyma or bullying . weaker nations. Too
often in-the past; “covert operatxons
‘meant: Just that.;

" On the other hand; “covert. operatxonsw
can be taken to mean keepinga full com:
plement of secret (and: productwe) intelli=

This is not only desirable; it is‘absolutely

Kremlin ad-
‘venturers. =

:The CIA’s sole functxon should be to

“and intelligently; the CIA needs spies to:
- accomplish its mission, but:it’ doesn t
need its own army of James Bonds.

B Slmzlarly, the CIA doesn't need to en-
. hst the Federal Bureau of Investxgatxon
' and local. law enforcement agencxes in es-

‘tablishing a “central file” omr suspected
" foreign agents in the name of counterin-
,telhgence This, too, has been:tried be-

-.fore, and it has produced more_ political

harassment than esplonage prosecutmns

ThelCIA is legally and specifically for-
bidder from engaging in domestic spying,
and we see no good reason to change the
'_'.,law \Ve trust President:Reagan, wﬂl se¢

1O reason to change it, elther,i», = il
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